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Deadline for Loya ... 


tions Committee, hosted a 
meeting entitled 
Restoring Peace and Le- 
gitemate Government to 
Afghanistan". The meeting 
look place on December 4 
and 5, 2000 on Capital 
Hill, at the Hall of the 
Committee on Internation¬ 
al Relations. 

The objective of the meet¬ 
ing was to develop conces- 
sus and provide informa¬ 
tion to members of 
congress on where, how 
and when a Loya Jirga 
(Grand Assembly) consis¬ 
tent with the plan by the 
former King of 
Afghanistan, Mohammad 
Zahir Shah, can be imple¬ 
mented. Participants of the 
meeting were Afghan pro¬ 
fessionals, intellectuals, 
former commanders and 
community leaders from 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Iran, Europe, Australia and 
the United State of 
America. The participants 
had productive and effec¬ 
tive dialog with members 
of the United States Con¬ 
gress. including Chairman 
ol the Foreign Relations 
Committee. the Honorable 
Benjamin Gilman, Con¬ 
gressman Dana Rohra- 
bacher. Congressman Ed¬ 


ward Royce, Congressman 
Tom Campbell, Congress¬ 
man John Porter, Con¬ 
gressman Joseph Pitts and 
Congressman Steve habot. 
These members of Con¬ 
gress posed a number of 
challenging questions to 
the members of the meet¬ 
ing. In response to those 
questions, participants of 
the meeting agreed on the 
following three items. 

1- A committee will be 
formed in an expeditious 
manner to prepare a con¬ 
crete plan for convening 
the Loya Jirga and to en¬ 
sure the necessary steps 
for its implementation. 

2- By the 15th day of Jan¬ 
uary, 2(XX) the plan will be 
announced. 

3- The exact date of the 
Loya Jirga will also be an¬ 
nounced by January 15, 
2001 . 

In consultation with all 
Afghan social and political 
entities, the participants 
made the commitment to 
support and work tirelessly 
toward the implementation 

of Loya Jirga which is an 
integral part of the peace 
plan by the former King of 
Afghanistan, Mohammad 
Zahir Shah. 


Loya Jirgah and ... 


and other countries. 

Existing mutual relation 
between neighbors is a 
natural and known fact. 

- Aquisition of profit and 
rejection of loss is natural 
and instinct for human. 

- The neighbors consider 
themselves entitled for sur¬ 
vival in the governing cir¬ 
cumstances. hence they are 
involving themselves. 

In this regard I would like 
to catch your attention to 
the following two points: 

1 - Lack of UN effecient at¬ 
tention to all these inter¬ 
ventions, lack of precise 
plan and giving the least 
importance to time ele¬ 
ment w'hich deserve full 
attention. 

2- External intervention 
which is not an abstract 
concept and is multidimen¬ 
sional. 

- These interventions are 
being received as inten¬ 
tional aggression which 
costs them nothing. 

- We consider these inter¬ 
ventions as an unpro¬ 


claimed war and to an ex¬ 
tent with less cost creating 
the fifth Problem in our 
country. 

How'ever. having in view 
the insight and beleives of 
many of local and foreign 
political commentators as 
well as other Afghan intel¬ 
ligentsia. the implementa¬ 
tion of planned Loya Jir 
gah. despite of prevailing 
politico-military and eco¬ 
nomical situation inside 
and outside Afghanistan, 
has great socio-political 
value and importance. It 
also relys on intentions 
based on good will, love of 
the land, Islam and being 
Afghan. If it is not possi¬ 
ble it also could not be an 
easy task, unless changes 
happen, more or less, in 
unpleasant condition of 
our country, the region 
and even in political eco¬ 
nomical atmosphare of the 
world, which can be post¬ 
pond for future. 


largest of all federal devel¬ 
opment agencies, dose not 
assist Afghan refugees in 
Pakistan simply because of 
the state of U.S Pakistan 
While the U.S. pays lip country, have fallen on relations. The world Bank 

service to Afghan women, deaf ears. It is as if Afghan too punishes Afghans be- 

it is quick to slap sanctions women, many of whom cause the "government of 

on the Taliban for hiding are former teachers, doc- Afghanistan" has defaulted 

Osama bin Laden, who is tors, and professionals, are on its debt payments. Sad- 

accused of masterminding though to be incapable of ly, no agency is committed 

the 1998 bombings of U S. solving their own prob- to supporting Afghan 

embassises in Kenya and lems. Meanwhile, 1 know women's activism. Even 

Tanzania. Sanctions harm numbers of etxiled Afghan the United Nations is play- 

Afghan women and ordi- women (and men) activists' ing foreign policy games 

nary citizens for more than in Pakistan. Many secretly in by passing the long- 

they hurt the Taliban, cross into Afghanistan to term needs of Afghan 

which has ruled the coun- assist those left behind. women. 


Beyond Sanctions 


Sima Wali 


try since 1996. What 
Afghan women realy need 
is genuine development as- 
sitance, not charity and 
certainly not sanctions. 

The U.S. government has 
promised a moral commit¬ 
ment to the country, but as 
the crisis deepens for 
Afghan women, the strong 
actions necessary to back 
that commitment are miss¬ 
ing. As a result, the situa¬ 
tion has reached a state of 
absolute desperation. To¬ 
day, the Taliban forbids 
women font going to 
school, walking about 
freely, or working. Time 
has run out both for 
Afghan women and for 
empty promises. 

As an Afghan woman and 
a development worker, my 
frustration intensifies 
whenever 1 read about the 
Taliban's gender apartheid 
policies. There is now 
more than sufficient evi¬ 
dence of its treatment of 
Afghan women. But ad¬ 
dressing only the symp¬ 
toms of its rule, such as the 
burqa (the full-body cover¬ 
ing required by the Tali 
ban), lacks vision. To 
overcome the severe prob¬ 
lems that Afghan face, we 
must move beyond the 
Taliban issue. 

Thus far, the type of assis¬ 
tance offered to Afghan 
women has been emergen¬ 
cy relief, which inadver¬ 
tently promotes depen¬ 
dence rather than 
empowerment. Twenty- 
one years after is still in 
the "charity" mode of pro¬ 
viding emergency-relief 
assistance. Although this 
may work in the short 
term, at some point the 
peop lf * themselves, partic¬ 
ularly women, must be 
free to rebuild their, own 
lives and fend for them¬ 
selves. 

My pleas for financial and 
technical assistance to stre¬ 
ngthen Afghan women led 
schools, health centers, so¬ 
cial services and human 
rights groups, operating in¬ 
side and outside of the 


Moreover, these activists 
are pleading not for charity 
but skills training and em¬ 
powerment programs for 
those in need. And they 
are becoming increasingly 
alienated from internation¬ 
al fundraising and political 
campaigns that speak on 
their behalf but ignore 
their perspective. The only 
way out is to secure and 
active role for Afghan 
women in the peacemak¬ 
ing and rebuilding process. 
U.S.- funding agencies 
have written off empower¬ 
ment and development 
programs for Afghan 
women by invoking their 
own "priorities" and 
"Mandates" USAID, the 


The Feminist Majority 
Fundation has drawn much 
needed to be done to alle¬ 
viate the economic and po¬ 
litical challenges Afghan 
women face We must 
bring an end to the flow of 
ams and to foregin inter¬ 
ference in Afghanistan so 
that Afghans themselves 
can resist the Taliban and 
rebuild their nation. We 
have to address women’s 
and human rights problems 
in the context of the ori¬ 
gins of this war and the 
politics surrounding it. The 
U.S. needs to take on the 
Taliban with the same seal 
(and finances) used to 
combat Communism. 

To be Continued. 


Editorial: 


pressure on its Muslim gel rival neighbour, is willing to lind 
a place in ihc 6+2 formula. 

- Likewise it is thought that Saudi Arabia and Turkey even 
Kazakistan and Kirghisistan are willing to follow suite. 

Based on the above it should be asked weather: 

- Solving the problem of Afghanistan may become easier or 
more difficult? 

- The probable partial/entire involvements of said concerned 
stales change the balance of this formula for the benifil o! 
"peace" in Afghanistan or for those who arc against rcstonng 
peace in the country? 

Some comment that we should not be consent to place rival 
elements face to face in a session which is convened for 
creating peace and conciliation. Though these comments are 
not vaild because Iran and the USA arc already listed in the 
formula. 

It would be for beyond the lime to express whether ihe per- 
sonal/nalional policies of the designers of such a lormulu 
reach to a conclusion or not? Secondly what calamities their 
policies would create for our country. 

It should be brought to the attention of our 'warring broth¬ 
ers" to take part in anv of negotiations which will be con¬ 
vened in future by the United Nations with the spirit of love 
for the lather land and good w ill. Avoid fratricides w ith the 
sense of Islam ism and Alghanism and lake your affairs at 
vour hands. 






Order of God 


Proclaim And thy Lord Is 
most Bountiful. He who 
taught (the use of) the pen. 

Al-Alaq(3-4) 


ERADA 

INTENTION 


Bi-Weekly Publication ofA.M.R.C 



1986 


First Year. 


Thrd Issue. 


Saturday. 


Dec. 16,2000 


Loya Jirgah and Afghanistan Crisis 


Bv: Atiqullah Pazhwak 


The 1997 annual report of 
the Organization for Peace 
and Solidarity indicates 
that in such highly politi¬ 
cal process the role of the 
grass roots are either com¬ 
pletely ignored, or atten¬ 
tion was not given to 
which resulted the failure 
of peace builders efforts in 
Afghanistan. Another rea¬ 
son for such a failure is 
that the effort for peace 
bringing did not take pl^ce 
n masses levels. 

-Anyhow and according to 
Afghan scholars and law¬ 
yers Loya Jirgha has the 
following charateristics: 

- Loya Jirgah is a tool, not 
the aim, for solving prob¬ 
lems. 

- Election of representa¬ 
tives is a democratic act. 

- As compared to parlia¬ 
mentary elections prac¬ 
ticed in west and was im¬ 
ported as democratic 
phenomenon in our politi¬ 
cal dictionary, Loya Jirgah 
has richer historical back¬ 
ground. 

- When Loya Jirgah is con¬ 
vened for ratification of 
kingdomship or the consti¬ 
tution, it turns in the form 
of constituence assembly. 
When legalized, it turns in 
the form of legislative as¬ 
sembly. 

- Loya Jirgahs have always 
been the indicator of sove¬ 
reignty/governance, there¬ 
fore it has the highest rank 
in state heirarchy. 

- Loya Jirgahs are always 
being convened in emer¬ 
gency and critical situa¬ 
tions, hence adding the de- 
scriptive word 
(emergency) is marginal¬ 
ized and additional as is 
the usage of the word 
(representative). 

In principle the process of 
electing members for Loya 
Jirghas is confidential. 

The participants of Loya 
Jirgahs are expected to ex¬ 
press their views freely. In 
fact they enjoy the right to 
do so. 

- It has been seen repeated¬ 
ly that this effective and 


tradtional approach has 
been misused by political 
figures. In other words the 
fabric was not tailored to 
fit the body, yet the body 
has been turned to fit the 
suit. 

- Where holding election is 
not possible, Loya Jirgah 
considered to be the only 
alternative for forming an 
interime-govemment. 

- Loya Jirgah. principally 
is a means of reflecting 
people's rights to be freely 
expressed and should be 
practiced. 

- Loya Jirgah highly mani¬ 
fest people's intention. 

- Loya Jirgah is an ancient/ 
traditional legislative insti¬ 
tution 

*- Loya Jirgah is a custo¬ 
mary legal body. 

- Implementation of deci¬ 
sions made is a must. 

- Loya Jirgahs debate and 
discussions are open, pro¬ 
cedures are based on na¬ 
tional logics. 

- Loya Jirgah enjoys com¬ 
prehensive and full author¬ 
ity. 

- Loya Jirgah has been 
convened both in existence 
or absence of ‘national 
leadership. 

- Loya Jirgah has to be 
convened inside the coun¬ 
try. 

However, it should be not¬ 
ed that one of Loya Jirgahs 
called (Peshawar Jirgah) 
was exceptionally con¬ 
vened due to obvious 
problems in Peshawar in 
August 1980 at the time of 
national uprising and when 
the sacred Jihad was 
reaching into climax. The 
main aim of such a Jirgah 
was to further encourage 
the people to resistance. 
Loya,Jirgahs could be 
classified in accordance 
with different views. 

Loya Jirgahs convened in 
emergency circumstances 
through people's intiatives. 

eg- 

- Mirwais Khan Loya Jir¬ 
gah in 1707. 

- Ahmad Shah Baba Loya 
Jirgah in 1747. 


(Pan - II), 


- Wazir Akbar Khan Loya 
Jirgah during the first 
Anglo-Afghan war in Ka¬ 
bul in 1841. 

- Ghazni Jirgah during sec¬ 
ond Anglo-Afghan war in 
Ghazni in 1878 and 

- Peshawar Loya Jirgah 
convened to provoke peo¬ 
ple against Soviet invasion 
1980. 

Or Loya Jirgah convened 
by then rulers is known to 
everyone. Loya Jirgah 
faced with oppositions af¬ 
ter the invasion of Soviet 
forces in Afghanistan. Lat¬ 
er some Afghans followed 
the suit and stood together 
against them. Hindrances - 

in convening the proposed 
Loya Jirgah at this point of 
time are as follows: 

1- Internal obstacles. 

2- External obstacles. 
Internal obstacles: 

- Current conflicts inside 
the country.. 

- Lack of full agreement 
between Taliban and fail¬ 
ure of Rome delegation in 
Kandahr. 

- Falling apart of social 
conventional structure on 
leadership among Afghan 
tribes. 

- Geographical distance 
between Afghan refugees 
settled all around the 
world. 

- Existing general mistrust. 

- People being dissatisfied 
with election criteria, as 
well as the politico-social 
identities of some person¬ 
alities, considered to be 
members of preliminary 
sessions and functionary or 
executive committees for 
convening Loya Jirgah 
here or there. 

- Lack of proper manage¬ 
ment in initiative centers. 

- Some forms of neglect 
and inertia in the men¬ 
tioned centers. 

2- External obstacles: 

The biggest problem and 
preventive factor which af¬ 
fect such Jirgahs is the viv¬ 
id multi dimensional inter¬ 
ventions of some 
neighbors (see page 7) 



Decades of war and fac- result of development in 

tionalism have brought ter- Afghanistan. Only an end 

mendous suffering to the to foreign-sponsored fac- 

people of Afghanistan as tional fightings and. a res- 

well as violence and insta- toration of a legitimate 

bility to the region. It has government based on the 

resulted in the displace- free will of the people of 

ment of millions of people. Afghanistan and their inal- 

The present situation af- icable right to self determi- 

fects not only the Afghan nation can turn this dan- 

people, but the entire gerous situation around, 

world, including the Unit- The Human Rights 

ed States. The drug and Alliance and the Peace 

weapons trade and support Action Council, two non- 

for international terrorist governmental organiza- 

activities are a menace to tions with experience in 

people everywhere. The conflict management and 

volatile situation in the re- resolution, in conjunction 

gion is exacerbated and with the House Interna- 

will become explosive as a tional Rela- (see page 7) 


Editorial: 


Six plus two and its patulous dimensions 
Would there be a change in this formula? 

We are so familiar with this formula because we read and 
heard alot about it yet did not notice any of its impact. 

It is said that the idea of such a formula was created as a re¬ 
sult of closeness of two Centrel Asian countries supporting 
Afghan peace initiatives. Mr. Brahimi during one of his visits 
to Afghanistan and to the region got the idea and presented it 
to the UN. the formula was accepted and for the first time was 
discussed in the General Assembly and was placed on the top 
of agenda related to peace building and national reconcilia 
tion in Afghanistan. 

I. From the very begining, light was shed on the formula 
through comments and articles published in Peshawar dailies 
as well as other publications. 

It is a good formula if applied properly. The formula should 
not he rejected, it should be amended. I mean there should be 
(6+2+3...) instead of (6+2). 

There are countries like Saudi Arabia, India and even Turkey 
which are not neighbouring but are intrested and involved in 
Afghanistan affairs and are taken into consideration. I have 
also proposed that by adding England and France in the list, 
the conference could easily be changed into an International 
one. The other 3 members of the Security Council of the UN 
such as China, Russia and the USA are already in the list. 
Anyhow and after the: 

- designation of Mr. Windril as UN representative in 
Afghanistan case. 

- his recent visits to India. 

- written agreament between two Afghan waring groups. 

- formation or at least decision of forming political or proba¬ 
bly military unions of India, USA, Iran and China against the 
Islamic movement of Taliban. 

- priliminary approches made, on the verge of future meetings 
between Afghan warring groups and 

- finally Russia's plan for creaing a military block in central 
asia and the placement of its military forces in the region and 
the like... 

There are romours between commentators that: 

- Windrill might have been forced that India's interests in in 
Afghanistan affairs should not be further ignored. 

-It has been guessed that India, due to current 
hostilities with Pakistan and to place more (see page 7) 




